
 
American Calendar 

 
 
Please find below a suggested calendar for Grade 12 (Year 13) students who wish to apply to 
the United States. All I would add to this is that, ideally, you should have taken one set of SATs 
in Grade 11 (Year 12) to give yourself a baseline for Grade 12. The whole subject of SATs will be 
dealt with in another posting. If you are a UK student who is interested in studying in the US, 
these SATs are not the ones that you took in Year 9 in the UK. They are very different indeed. 
 

APPLYING TO STUDY IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - CALENDAR 
 
 
AUGUST 

 Research colleges to narrow your list of colleges. 
 Check out websites, reference books and college catalogues from the university and 

careers library. 
 SAT Prep Course info Meeting for parents. 
 Check out the SAT, TOEFL and ACT test dates and deadlines and plan accordingly. 

 
SEPTEMBER 

 Work on College Essay (see the section on writing a college essay for tips). 
 Do you need to register for the October and/or November SAT? 
 Complete a resume and a Personal Statement Meet as many college reps as you can 

when they visit the college. 
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OCTOBER 

 Sit for SAT test(s). Many universities require that you take both the SAT I Reasoning Test 
and up to three SAT II Subject Tests. You should register for December SAT test date. 

 Return College Application forms to your counselor to be checked. 
 Continue to work on college essays. 
 Let your teachers know that you are requesting a recommendation from them. Give 

them three weeks’ notice. 
 Complete Early Action and Early Decision applications. Check applications with your 

counselor. 
 Search for scholarship and financial aid opportunities (see the list of websites in the 

handbook). 
 Research financial aid requirements for your universities of choice. 

NOVEMBER 

 Take the SAT test(s) 
 Register with your counselor for the ACT in December, if applicable 
 Complete financial aid forms if applicable. 
 Work on your college applications (see section on College Applications). 
 Request transcripts from your counselor. 
 Update your counselor on your progress. 

DECEMBER 

 Take the SAT I or II test(s). 
 Mail college application packets to ensure you meet deadline, many of which are mid-

January. 
 Update your counselor on your progress. 

JANUARY 

 If you applied for Early Action or Early Decision, you will begin to hear from colleges and 
universities as to the decisions on their applications. Share all correspondence with your 
counselor. 

 Check holiday calendars and don’t miss any deadlines. 

FEBRUARY 

 Contact colleges by email or phone to ensure they have received your complete 
application packet, if you have not heard from them. This also shows your interest. 

 The counselor’s office will automatically send out mid-year reports if you have 
requested this and provided the appropriate forms. If you receive a specific Mid-Year 
Report from a college/university, please make sure you give this to your counselor. 

 For many students, the waiting game has started. Applications are usually reviewed by 
March 1st and admissions decisions are either emailed or mailed directly to the 
students. 



 
 

MARCH 

 Update colleges of any significant changes to your resume, such as an award or 
significant achievement. 

 Some colleges will begin to send out their admissions decisions by mid-March. 

 
APRIL 

 Admissions letters continue to arrive. You might have to wait until May to hear of a 
decision. You can ask the college/university their dates for mailing out their decisions. 

 For those students who have received several acceptance letters, now is the time to 
make a final college choice. You can review the section on choosing a college to suit 
your needs. 

 Prepare for IB exams. 

 
MAY 

 Notify colleges of your acceptance of their offer and pay your deposit. Pay attention to 
their deadlines on their offers. 

 Non-U.S. students who are selecting a university in the USA are encouraged to notify 
their college of choice early enough to receive an I-20 from the college (see section on 
visas for the United States). 

 You are also highly encouraged to send letters of regret to those colleges whose offer 
you have declined. 

 Contact your counselor with the college of your choice and complete and sign the 
College Admissions Decision Form. 

JUNE 

 The counselor’s office will mail your final transcript to the University of your Choice. 
 Prepare for College Life. See your counselor for some helpful literature on how to plan 

and what to expect. 

 


