
1. How about Down Under? 

 
 
 
 
Forget the stereotypes, ignore the gibes at all things 'Strine', and trust me when I say 
that Australia has developed an international reputation for excellence in all areas of 
education and training. This is largely owing to its world-class facilities for teaching and 
research which include state-of-the-art technical equipment and the most up-to-date 
technology. A particular strength of Australian Education institutions is their delivery of 
practical and career-orientated training so graduates can be confident they have the 
skills demanded by employers. 
 
Moreover, Australia enjoys one of the highest standards of living in the world. Living 
costs and student fees are affordable and Australia is consistently less expensive than 
UK or US. International students in Australia are also able to work part-time while they 
study. Full details of costs are available here: 
http://www.graduateshotline.com/australiacost.html 
 
Add to that the weather and huge opportunities for outdoor activities and you have the 
perfect recipe for an excellent all round experience. 
 
Application deadlines vary depending on the university, but usually fall two months 
prior to the start of the semester: that is, 15th November for first semester and 15th 
May for second semester. Since applying to an Australian university can be a lengthy 
process, students should begin application procedures as early as possible.  
 
Adequate knowledge in English is necessary for entry into an Australian university.  
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Obtaining application forms 
 
You can obtain an application form from either a local Australian education agent or the 
institution’s nominated contact officer. The Australian Education Centre or Australian 
Embassy in your country can provide a list of local Australian education agents or details 
of the institution's nominated contact officer. 
 
Collecting other documents relevant to your application 
 
This will typically include: 

 a document with the name of the institution you are applying to, the name of 
the course you are applying for and second and third course preferences at the 
same institution  

 full details of previous study, including copies of qualifications already awarded 
to you  

 evidence of your English language proficiency (for undergraduate and 
postgraduate studies, and vocational education and training) 
 

If you are unsure what documents you should provide contact the institution you have 
selected.  
 
Submitting the application form 
 
After filling in your application form, you should attach all the required documents and 
submit them direct to the institutions. Depending on the country you are from and the 
institution you have selected, you may be instructed to send your form to either: 

 a local agent of the institution in your country, or  
 to the international office or nominated contact officer of the institution 

 
Receiving a confirmation of enrolment 
 
The institution will assess your application and supporting documents and advise if you 
meet the entry requirements and will be admitted. If successful, the institution will send 
you a letter of offer. Depending on your country of nationality and the education sector 
of your study you may be required to undergo a pre-visa assessment before the 
institution issues an Electronic Confirmation of Enrolment (eCoE). The eCoE is the only 
accepted evidence of enrolment for processing student visa applications. 
 
You may be required to pay tuition fees before applying for the student visa. The 
institution will advise you of its requirements but generally it will require payment of at 
least one semester of course fees. 

 


