
Oh Canada! 

 
 

Canadian universities have gained in popularity as a destination of choice, particularly here in 
the Middle East. A combination of more cost attractive fee structures and the availability of 
scholarships have secured the attendance of thousands of students from this part of the world. 
(For costs see http://www.studycanada.ca/english/cost_of_studying_in_canada.htm) Canada 
currently has four universities in the world's top 100, with Toronto the highest ranked at 19.  
 
In most Canadian universities and colleges, the academic year is divided into two semesters, 
the fall semester (Sept-Dec), and the winter semester (Jan-May), with a short vacation at 
Christmas. Many colleges also offer a summer semester beginning in May.  
 
University deadlines for the September session vary from institution to institution, though are 
generally from mid-December to the end of March. Colleges may have a rolling admission 
policy and will accept applications while processing time still permits. Deadlines for those 
institutes with January admission will be the preceding September to November. 
 
If you intend to apply to universities and some colleges in the province of Ontario, you must 
submit your applications through central application centers. The Ontario Universities 
Application Centre (OUAC) has a February 7th recommended last date for applications for 
September admission but it continues to deal with them after that date on a first come first 
served basis. Similarly, the Ontario College Application Services (OCAS) has a February 1st cut 
off point for 'equal consideration' but will also look at applications for the following September. 
Some Ontario colleges have applications that can be submitted directly to the institute itself. 
Dates can vary from institution to institution, and should be confirmed by checking the relevant 
calendars.  
 
 
Full details for the OUAC are available here (http://www.ouac.on.ca/ouac-101/101-dates/) and 
for the OCAC here http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/ontcol/home/apply/applicant-info/when-to-
apply.html 
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Ontario Colleges and Universities 
 
The processes are as follows: 
 
Universities  
 
Complete the Ontario Universities Application Centre (OUAC) application form for up to 3 
university/program choices. Send the form along with the fee (C$125 plus C$10 for 
international students), by the 7th February deadline to OUAC. Other charges also apply but 
these vary according to the institution that you have applied to. 
 
Colleges 
 
Complete the Ontario College Application Service (OCAS) application form for up to 5 
college/program choices. Send the form with the fee (C$95), by the 1st February deadline to 
OCAS. 

 The OUAC/OCAS will acknowledge receipt of the application and forward to the appropriate 
institutions. 

 Meanwhile, you have to send your academic Documents/supplementary fees to the chosen 
institute(s) by their respective deadlines. If there is any additional information that the 
institute requires from you, it will be communicated to you. After this the institute will 
make you an admission offer. 

 After you accept, the institute will send you an official letter of acceptance, and you will 
then have to apply to the Canadian High Commission for a student authorization (Visa). 

Quebec Colleges and Universities 
 
There are also some differences in the application process if you are applying to colleges and 
universities in the province of Quebec compared to colleges and universities in the rest of 
Canada. The process is as follows: 
 

 Complete and send the application form, official transcripts/ academic records, plus 
application fee to the Registrar's Office of the institute(s) you wish to attend. 

 If there is any additional information that the institute requires from you, it will be 
communicated to you. After this the institute will make you an admission offer. After you 
accept, the institute will send you an official letter of acceptance. 

 Apply to the Canadian High Commission for a student authorization (Visa). In addition to the 
student authorization, you must apply for a Certificate of Acceptance (CAQ) from the 
Quebec Government. 

 The forms will be sent to you by the institute or they can be collected from the CEC. 

Colleges and universities in the rest of Canada 

 Complete and send the application form, official transcripts/ academic records, plus 
application fee to the Registrar's Office of the institute(s) you wish to attend. 

 If there is any additional information that the institute requires from you, it will be 
communicated to you. After this the institute will make you an admission offer. After you 
accept, you will be sent an official letter of acceptance.  


