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What’s in the test? 
 

 Writing (1 hour) 
 You will write at least 150 words where you summaries, describe or explain a table, 

graph chart or diagram. 
 You will also write a short essay of at least 250 words. 

 
 

 Reading (1 hour) 
 You will read 3 long pieces of text and complete tasks. 
 40 questions  
 You may be given different types of texts (e.g. descriptive or factual pieces). 
 The extracts may include graphs, diagrams or illustrations. 

 

 Speaking (11-14 mins) 
 Face to face interview. 
 Includes short answer questions, speaking at length about a familiar topic and a 

structured discussion. 
 

 Listening (40 mins) 
 You will listen to four recorded monologues and conversations and have 10 minutes to 

record answers to questions. 
 

What is in the IELTS writing module? 

The writing part of the IELTS test varies depending on whether you are taking the exam to study 
or work abroad.  

If you are going to study abroad, you will take the Academic Writing Section. 

If you are intending to work abroad, you will take the General Training Section. 

The total test time for both is 60 minutes.  

The first parts of each are different. In the general training module, you will have to write a 
letter, but in the academic module, you will have to describe some kind of graph or diagram. 

 Your IELTs pack will help you to prepare for your upcoming test. 
 Please also use useful online support sites like ieltsbuddy.com 

(remember – you will be taking the academic test, not the general 
one!). 

 Please speak to your tutor if you have concerns about taking the 
test. 
The test is divided into 4 parts: writing, reading, speaking and 
listening.  

 



What is in the IELTS Reading Module 

The Academic IELTS Reading Module takes 60 minutes and there are 40 questions to answer. 
Each question is worth 1 mark.  

The Reading Passages 

There are three reading passages with a total of 2,150-2,750 words. Texts are taken from 
journals, magazines, books, and newspapers.  

All the topics are of general interest and the texts have been written for a non-specialist 
audience. The readings are intended to be about issues that are appropriate to candidates who 
will enter postgraduate or undergraduate courses.  

At least one text will contain detailed logical argument. One of the texts may contain non-
verbal materials such as graphs, illustrations or diagrams.  

If there are technical terms which you may not know in the text then a glossary is provided. The 
texts and questions become more difficult through the paper.  

The Questions 

Instructions are clear and easy to follow and you will be provided with examples of any 
unfamiliar question types. Texts and questions appear on a Question Paper which you can write 
on but not take away from the test room.  

You must answers all questions on an Answer Sheet during the 60 minutes - there is not extra 
time at the end to transfer your answers to an answer sheet.  

The position of the questions varies - some of the questions may come before a passage, some 
may come after, depending on the question type.  

These are the types of question you can expect to see in the test:  

1. short-answer questions 

2. multiple choice 

3. sentence completion 

4. notes/summary/diagram/flow chart/table completion 

5. choosing a heading for a paragraph 

6. identification of writer's views/claims - yes, no or not given 

7. identification of information - true, false or not given 

8. classification 

9. matching lists/phrases. 

There is an answer sheet and you must enter all the questions on there during the test. There is 
no extra time at the end to enter the scores.  

 



 
What is in the Speaking test? 

 (11-14 mins) 
 Face to face interview. 
 Includes short answer questions, speaking at length about a familiar topic and a 

structured discussion. 
 Section One In the first section there is a conversation between two speakers. For 

example - a conversation about travel arrangements, booking accommodation, or 
decisions on a night out.  

 Section Two The second section is a monologue (a speech by one person). It will be set 
in an everyday social context. For example - a speech about student services on a 
University campus or arrangements for meals during a conference.  

 Section Three Section three is a conversation between up to four people. For example - a 
conversation between a tutor and a student about an assignment or between three 
students planning a research project.  

 Section FourThe final part is another monologue. It is a lecture or talk of general 
academic interest such as a university lecture.  
 

What is in the IELTS Listening test? 

The IELTS listening test is divided into four sections and the sections get increasingly difficult. 
You only hear each section one time.  

The time for the test is 40 minutes. The listening takes 30 minutes, but you then have 10 
minutes to transfer your answers to an answer sheet.  

The first two sections are concerned with social needs. The final two sections are concerned 
with situations related more closely to educational or training contexts. 

All the IELTS listening topics are of general interest and it makes no difference what subjects 
you are planning to study or what work you intend to do.  

A range of English accents and dialects are used in the recordings which reflects the 
international usage of IELTS. 

 


