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University education in the United Kingdom stretches as far back as the 12th century and the 
foundation of the University of Oxford (c.1167). Along with Cambridge, it is one of two 
universities based outside the United States that currently occupies a place in the world's top 
10 universities.  
 
Quality education is available at a large number of UK institutions and thus it has remained one 
of the more favored destinations for students from a large number of countries. In recent 
years, the increasingly competitive nature of Higher Education within the UK and across the 
world has led to certain universities establishing tours of certain parts of the world, especially 
the Middle East, to recruit students from abroad. 
 
Students who want to apply to universities in the United Kingdom need to do so through the 
University and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS), the central organization that processes 
applications for full-time undergraduate courses at UK universities and colleges 
(www.ucas.ac.uk). UCAS has some really useful features, such as a search engine that allows 
you to search for courses or colleges, and then links you to specific information about the 
courses or colleges you are interested in. To apply for courses, you need to complete the 
registration documents in the Apply section of the website. Applicants can apply as 
independent applicants but it is better if they do so as students of the school that they attend. 
If you register as a student at a school, you will need to ask the teacher responsible for 
university applications for that school's ‘buzzword’. You will need to prepare a ‘Personal 
Statement’ as part of your application. Be sure to read the instructions for this carefully. Extra 
guidance on the completion of this statement will be given in a separate post. 
 
 
When you are completing the online forms, be sure to read the instructions carefully to avoid 
providing the wrong information. 
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Once you have completed your application, your counsellor will need to complete your 
predicted grades and help upload your teacher recommendation before submitting your 
application. 
 

           Deadlines 
 

The UCAS service starts on September 1 in any given year. Applications to Cambridge and 
Oxford Universities and for places on Dentistry, Medicine and Veterinary Science courses must 
be submitted by October 15. Other applications must be submitted by January 15. Late 
applications can be made after January 16, but these will not be given priority by the 
universities. 
 
Your UCAS application allows you to apply for up to five courses, although some restrictions 
apply. You cannot, for example apply to both Oxford and Cambridge and you cannot apply for 
more than four courses that have the application deadline of October 15.  
 
If you receive an unconditional offer, you can accept it before your final grades are known. If 
you receive conditional offers, you can accept one offer ‘firmly’ as well as one insurance choice 
in case you don’t get the score you need for your first choice. You cannot make an insurance 
choice if your first choice is unconditional. If you don’t receive an offer from your first five 
applications, you can apply for other remaining course vacancies through a process called Extra. 
UCAS will notify you if you become eligible to use Extra, and the program will operate from 
February 26 through to July. If you receive a conditional offer (a minimum IB or A Level scores), 
but do not get the required score and therefore not receive a ‘firmly accepted’ offer, you can 
use Clearing, to find courses where places are still available. Clearing begins in mid-July. 
 
The costs of living in the UK vary greatly region by region, with London being by far and away 
the most expensive place. Further information is available at: 
http://uk.internationalstudent.com/study_uk/financial_aid/living_expenses.shtml 
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