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From the Counselor’'s Desk

Dear Students and Parents,
In This Issue

Welcome to a new and exciting term in our Career & University
. @ From the Counselor's
Guidance Program! Desk

This term, our focus is on university readiness and connecting O BUERHEREE

students with real-world learning experiences. We are introducing @ Career Exploration Corner
new initiatives such as internship opportunities, career awareness o Internship Opportunities

sessions, and alumni mentoring programs to help students explore
g prog P P ® Alumni Mentorship

pathways that align with their goals and passions.
@ Career Tips & Resources
We are proud of the progress our students have made so far and o Important Dates

look forward to guiding them as they take confident steps toward
o Parent Corner

their future studies and careers.

Welcome to the Career Guidance Newsletter! This publication
shares updates on student achievements, alumni stories, upcoming university events, and
opportunities for growth.

Warm regards,

The Career & University Guidance Team
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Student Spotlight

Edu Gulf News Trip

Fatima Mohammed Saeed Abdulla Alkuwaiti Grade 9

The university preparation trip was both exciting and super helpful! It gave me a clear picture of
what university life is really like and how to get ready for it. | discovered so much about different
programs and what universities are looking for, which made me feel way more confident about my
next steps. The best part? Some universities even reached out to me afterward saying how cool it
is that! Between learning new things and having fun, this trip was a perfect mix of education and
enjoyment. | am very grateful to Miss Eman Sabieh for organizing this amazing opportunity and
guiding us throughout the trip.

GCC Trip

Ali Al Ghaithi Grade 11B1

Going to the university fairs (GCC Exhibition for Training and Education and Al Najah Exhibition)
helped me learn more about majoring in medicine and the different courses | could take. | visited
the College of Medicine and Health Sciences, as well as the Mohammed Bin Rashid University of
Medicine and Health Sciences, and talked to their representatives about their undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes, which gave me a better idea of what to expect. | also visited the
British Council, where | picked up useful IELTS tips and tricks and met representatives from
universities abroad, like the University of Toronto. These experiences made me more open-
minded and excited about the possibilities of studying abroad.

Mariam Rashed Salem Al Shamisi Grade 12 G1

Having the opportunity to attend the GCC University Fair was truly an honor. During the trip, we
visited different university stands to explore the courses they offer. We, as students, asked
questions about the universities, their new programs, and the admission requirements. | found out
that AUD University had introduced a new course called Engineering in Sustainability and Energy,
which really caught my attention. It was a great experience to learn directly from the university
representatives and gain a better understanding of our future study options.
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Student Spotlight

GCC Trip — Student Reflections

Abdulla Ibrahim: The GCC Exhibition 2025 at Etihad Arena was really inspiring and full of opportunities.

Osama: | enjoyed meeting representatives from universities across the GCC and learning about
scholarships.

Zayed Hamdan: The event helped me understand more about different career paths after graduation.

Saif Salem: | liked how organized everything was, and the Etihad Arena was an amazing venue.

Hazza Ibraheem: The workshops and guidance sessions gave me clear ideas about my future studies.

Raghash: It was a great experience that motivated me to plan my education goals early.

Yussef Al Attar Grade 11 B1

Going to the university fairs (GCC Exhibition for Training and Education and Al Najah Exhibition)
helped me learn more about studying engineering and the different paths | could take. | visited the
American University of Sharjah and talked to their representatives about their programmes, which
gave me a better idea of what to expect. | also explored some agencies, such as StudyCo and
IDP, that help students study abroad, which opened my eyes to new opportunities | hadn’t
considered before.

ADU Open Day

Our students had the opportunity to attend the Abu Dhabi University Open Day, exploring campus
facilities, academic programs, and scholarship opportunities firsthand.
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Student Spotlight

AP Chemistry Students’ Experiences

Alia Al Eissaei Grade 12 G1

AP Chemistry was tough, but the feeling afterward was amazing. Our teacher left halfway
through the year, which made things harder, but our group stuck together. We studied and
practiced day and night, and having a passionate teacher kept us on track. When | saw my score,
| felt pure joy and satisfaction.

Al Yazia Al Meheiri Grade 12 G1

My preparation for the AP Chemistry exam in grade 11 fundamentally shifted my approach to
learning. | moved beyond passive classroom learning by designing my own study plan. This
involved enrolling in supplementary courses, dedicating time for intensive practice problems daily,
and utilizing resources like past exams and video tutorials. | maintained this disciplined schedule
consistently, including on weekends and during holidays. This experience built my academic
independence, proving that proactive effort outside of class is critical for mastering complex
subjects.

Summer Program Experiences

Alia Al Eissaei Grade 12 G1

| attended two summer programs in Asia, one in Singapore and one in China. My first program in
Singapore lasted two weeks. The first week was challenging as | struggled with nerves and
adjusting to the new environment, but by the second week, | was laughing, making memories, and
enjoying the experience without anxiety. When | went to the three-week program in China, | felt
much more at ease and enjoyed the entire experience. These trips gave me a sense that | am
becoming more comfortable with studying abroad.

Alyazia Al Shebli Grade 12 G1

My summer program in Korea was a journey of self-discovery. | overcame my fear of talking to
people, gained valuable life and career lessons from mentors, and learned to live in the moment.
The experience helped me grow into a more confident, responsible, and communicative person.
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Career Exploration Corner

Artificial Intelligence (Al)

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is transforming industries such as healthcare, finance, education, and
technology. Al professionals develop systems that can learn, reason, and solve problems — from
self-driving cars to personalized digital assistants.

Required Skills University Majors

@ Critical thinking and problem-solving @ Artificial Intelligence
® Programming (Python, Java, C++) ® Computer Science

® Data analysis and machine learning e Data Science

® Mathematics and statistics @ Robotics Engineering

® Communication and teamwork

Software Engineering

4 )
Future Outlook

Al is among the fastest-growing fields worldwide. The demand for Al specialists, data analysts,
and machine learning engineers is expected to increase by over 20% in the next decade. Career
opportunities range from tech companies to healthcare, education, and government sectors.

Top Universities Offering Al Majors

University of Cambridge — United Kingdom

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) — United States
University of Toronto — Canada

Politecnico di Milano — Italy

Khalifa University — United Arab Emirates
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Internship & Enrichment Opportunities

Student Opportunities

Winter Internship Programs are now open for registration this December, with weekday and
weekend options available. These short-term internships offer real-world experience across various
fields to help students explore future careers and strengthen their university profiles.

Available Fields

Medicine, Engineering (Aerospace, Mechanical, Drone), Business, HR, Marketing, Accounting,
Psychology, Dentistry, Astronomy, and Volunteering.

Eligibility: Grades 9 — 12
Dates: December 8 — January 6

For more details, please visit: https://cutt.ly/2r6irsMw

Also available: Virtual Game Development with Al Internship (Nov 2 — Dec 1, Sundays only).

Cultural & Academic Exchange: A Student'’s Journey in China

Last summer, one of our Grade 12 students had the incredible opportunity to visit China as part of
an educational tour exploring top universities and the country’s vibrant culture. During the visit,
the student experienced China’s dynamic learning environments, rich traditions, and modern
innovations — gaining a deeper understanding of global education and cultural diversity.
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Alumni Mentorship Program

Join the LISF Alumni Mentorship Program!

We are proud to launch the Liwa International School — Falaj Hazza Alumni Mentorship Program,
connecting our graduates with current students who are preparing for university and career
success.

Why Join as a Mentor?

Our alumni have valuable experiences that can inspire and guide students through important
transitions. By volunteering as a mentor, you can:

@ Share insights from your university and career journey
® Help students explore fields of interest

@ Provide encouragement and advice for future success
o Build your professional network while giving back

o Develop leadership and communication skills

Get Involved! If you are a Liwa International School alumnus, we would love to hear from you.
Contact the Career & University Guidance Department to register and join our growing
community of LISF mentors. Your story can light the path for the next generation of Liwa
graduates!

What Mentees Can Expect

® One-on-one guidance from alumni who have been in your shoes
@ Realinsights into university life, applications, and career paths

® Support in building a strong academic and personal profile

® Networking opportunities with professionals in your field of interest

“Once a Liwa Lion, always a Liwa Lion.”
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Career Tips & Resources

Writing a Strong Personal Statement

Start Early
Brainstorm experiences that shaped your goals. Give yourself time to reflect and revise.

Show Your “Why"

Explain why you chose your field and what motivates you. Admissions officers want to understand
your passion.

Be Personal, Not Generic
Use specific examples of achievements, leadership, or challenges that are unique to your journey.

Revise Carefully

Ask a teacher or counselor to review it for clarity and tone. Multiple drafts make the difference.

Stay Authentic
Universities appreciate honesty and self-reflection more than perfection. Be yourself.

Helpful Tools & Resources
® UCAS Personal Statement Builder
® Common App Essay Guide

® Purdue OWL Writing Lab
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Important Dates & Deadlines

Stay on top of upcoming test registration dates. Mark these deadlines in your calendar to ensure
you don’t miss out.

Test Date Regular Registration Late Registration
August 23, 2025 August 8, 2025 August 12, 2025
September 13, 2025 August 29, 2025 September 2, 2025
October 4, 2025 September 19, 2025 September 23, 2025
November 8, 2025 October 24, 2025 October 28, 2025
December 6, 2025 November 21, 2025 November 25, 2025
March 14, 2026 February 27, 2026 March 3, 2026

May 2, 2026 April 17, 2026 April 21, 2026

June 6, 2026 May 22, 2026 May 26, 2026

Reminder: Regular registration closes approximately two weeks before each test date. Late
registration incurs additional fees. Plan ahead to secure your preferred test date.
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Parent Corner

Parents play a vital role in helping their children explore future pathways and make informed
choices. Here are some practical ways to guide and support your child through their career and
university planning process.

0 Start Conversations Early
e Encourage open discussions about your child’s interests, strengths, and goals

@ Ask guiding questions such as: “What subjects do you enjoy the most?” and “What type of work
environment do you see yourself in?”

@ Avoid pressure — focus on exploration, not perfection

e Encourage Self-Discovery

@ Help your child identify their skills, values, and passions through personality or career assessments
(e.g., My Next Move, CareerExplorer, or 16Personalities)

@ Support participation in extracurricular activities, internships, and volunteer work — they build both
confidence and a strong CV

“Children become confident explorers when they know their parents

believe in them.”

— Career & University Guidance Team, LISF
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