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Annual Sustainability Report 2025 - 26

The continuing aim of our sustainability committee this year was to continue to fulfil the
requirements of the updated ADEK Policy and our school policy.

To raise awareness of sustainability as an important aspect across our school community and
build awareness of the wide ranging scope of the area.

Following the adoption of our school policy inline with the ADEK policy, the committee has
continued with representation from all areas of the school. Our school strategy and action plan
were updated following review from the previous year’s and our school website updated with
sustainability information. Through the year actions were undertaken to continue to meet the
aims of our strategic plan.

The school has achieved a number of commendable outcomes this year through the whole
school committee, and our three sub committees, Facilities team, Education team and
Community team.

Regular minuted meetings took place throughout the year reviewing progress and working on
next actions.

The Facilities Team ensured many actions for eco approaches including energy saving lighting
and water conservation.

Further areas for action include plans to encourage sustainable transport, clear signage for
water and lights use, and development of a sustainability digital dashboard.

Due to major refurbishment work in the KG and Elementary areas of the school aspects for
holistic wellbeing provision have been postponed, once all the works are completed, July 2026,
then provision of permanent garden spaces and wellness spaces can be effectively established.
During the academic year 2025 - 26 a small school garden was created for the growing of
produce and other plants. This is in place until the final finishing of the school site
improvements.

Waste management is well established with collection points in all corridors in all grades
allowing for the recycling of paper and plastics.

The Waste Segregation Drive reinstated consistent and regular collection of waste materials for
recycling. Installation of clearly labeled bins for recycling and general waste across campus and
partnering with local recycling facilities ensured proper disposal of collected materials.

Classroom furniture was donated to the special needs centers following the refurbishment of our
first floor rooms. This was also completed for our KG and G1 furniture with the completion of
the refurbishment on the ground floor of the Elementary building.
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The Education Team have worked tirelessly to engage students in sustainable activities, in
terms of providing Eco Club activities and ensuring it is woven into the fabric of the curriculum.
Sustainability ambassadors have been implemented to monitor and encourage eco-friendly
behaviors among peers.

Students have been empowered as change agents:

Student-led sustainability initiatives have developed leadership and advocacy skills.

Platforms for students to share their learnings and contributions to sustainability within the local
and global community have been provided.

Sustainability and Eco Club Achievements (2025-2026)

1.Local links have been developed to enhance students’ experiences.

e Partnered with the Environment Friends Society to deliver the Digital
Sustainability Campaign.

e Students attended the World Future Energy Summit, gaining exposure to
sustainability innovations and industry experts.

e Participated in national sustainability competitions hosted by Abu Dhabi
University and other educational institutions-United International Private
School, Abu Dhabi.

2. Workshops undertaken

e Conducted Bring Your Own Bottle (BYOB) Campaign awareness sessions and
assemblies led by Eco Club members.

e Implemented the Digital Sustainability Campaign to educate students on
responsible digital practices.

e Established a Hydroponics School Garden, providing hands-on learning in
sustainable agriculture and food production.

3. Eco Club / Class Eco Monitors

Successfully launched the Eco Club with 124 leaders across Elementary, Middle
School, and High School.
Eco Club initiatives were led by Eco Club Teachers:

o Elementary: Ms. Laarni Tamayo and Ms. Reena Desai

o Middle School: Ms. Worod Kathim and Mr. Rabie Ghassan

o High School: Ms. Shabna Riaz, Ms. Wasan Mahdawi, and Ms. Walaa Farid
Eco Club members served as sustainability ambassadors and led school-wide
environmental awareness activities.
Established a School Hydroponics Garden, where students took an active role in
designing the system, sourcing materials, building structures, and maintaining plant
growth.
The hydroponics project provided hands-on learning in sustainable agriculture, water
conservation, and food production, strengthening students’ understanding of
environmental responsibility.

4.Science planners provide evidence for eco learning and focus shared with teachers to ensure
this is highlighted to students.
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e Sustainability concepts were integrated into classroom learning through Eco Club
activities, campaigns, research projects, and the hydroponics garden initiative.

e Teachers promoted environmental awareness through practical, student-led
sustainability projects and research opportunities.

5. Science fairs and competitions take place.

1st Place — Future Innovators of UAE Sustainability Research Competition
Organized by: United International Private School, Abu Dhabi
Project: Smart Cloud-Based Sustainability Solution (Cloud Innovation Project)

Participation — UAE Sustainability Nexus: Championing Green Futures
Organized by: Abu Dhabi University
Students participated in a national-level sustainability competition focused on innovative
green solutions.

Champion — Liwa Education Research Competition:

o Student: Adham Mostafa (3F)
o Research Title: From Garbage to Good: Waste Becomes Animal Food
e Students participated in various sustainability and research competitions under the
guidance of Eco Club mentors.

6. Innovation Week completed

e Due to the transition to distance learning in Term 2, some planned activities and
initiatives did not materialize as scheduled during this period.

e Under the theme of Sustainability, the Science Competition for Elementary students
was successfully executed, along with Science Fairs for Middle School and High
School students.

7. ADEK sustainability competitions entered.

e The school completed the Sustainable Schools Initiative (SSI) Report, documenting
whole-school sustainability practices and progress.

e A Green Audit Report was completed, supporting environmental monitoring and
improving sustainable practices within the school.

e Students participated in ADEK-supported sustainability initiatives and competitions
throughout the year.

e As part of the Sustainable Schools Initiative, students participated in the Nurdle Hunt
program, with_58 high school students actively involved in environmental monitoring
and marine pollution awareness activities.

Student achievements in sustainability have been recognised and sustainability projects have
been integrated in science, social studies, and art classes.

The Community Team has worked to create a process for the donation and recycling of school
uniforms, which is ready to be actioned.

The school continues to run the BYOD scheme, so that all devices are owned and cared for by
individual families.
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The school policy/ Strategy and poster are published and available on the school website and
sustainability has been included in the school wellbeing survey for all stakeholders.

The school will continue to work on preparing the provision for recycling uniforms and resources
and continue to aim to provide zero waste events across the school year. The plan to reduce
paper use for events this year was achieved successfully. The work to also ensure zero food
waste from school events has also been implemented, encouraging all school stakeholders to
celebrate efficiently.

The Annual Charity market encouraged the recycling of donated homeware items for resale
including books, stationary items, and sale of plants for encouraging gardening at home. This
event was well supported by parents with all students attending.

The committees have made a definite difference and raised the awareness of sustainability
across the school in this first year of implementation. The school will continue to work towards
meeting its goals for sustainability going forward.
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