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From the Counselor’'s Desk

Dear Students and Parents,

Welcome to a new and exciting term in our Career and University
Guidance Program.

This term, our focus is on strengthening university readiness while
providing meaningful real-world exposure. We continue to support
our students by:

o Creating opportunities for direct university engagement and
informed decision-making

® Encouraging reflection on academic experiences to build resilience
and confidence

® Developing leadership, communication, and personal growth skills

@ Introducing career awareness at an early stage to support future
planning

@ Aligning student learning with national priorities and future-
focused careers

® Promoting exploration of emerging fields and innovation-driven
pathways

® Guiding students in building well-rounded profiles beyond
academic grades

o Partnering with parents to support students’ academic and career journeys
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We look forward to another impactful term of growth, exploration, and achievement.

Warm regards,

Career Guidance Department
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Student Spotlight

KU Open Day

We are proud to highlight Sara Saeed Jamous — Grade 12 G4, who participated in the Open Day
at Khalifa University.

The visit provided students with insights into:

Engineering and Medical programs
Admission requirements

°
°
® Research opportunities
°

Campus life and student support services

Experiences like these help students make informed university choices aligned with their academic
strengths and career aspirations.

Sara

My experience at the KU tour was nothing short of extraordinary. The tour started at the
entrance, where we were taken aback by the progressive architecture. Then, we were led into
The Body Museum, where we were given the chance to look at human biology in its simplest
form. We spent most of our time there because it was just that amusing. Our final destination, and
my personal favorite, was the pilot simulation. | got the chance to steer the airplane simulator
engine just as a real pilot would. It was like nothing I've ever done before, and | received a 7/10
performance rating from the instructor, so | am overall extremely happy with my experience.

Mira

My trip to Khalifa University’'s open day was an inspiring and memorable experience. | especially
enjoyed visiting the body museum because it was fascinating to see the detailed displays and
learn more about the human body. Walking around the university and exploring the different
facilities made the visit both exciting and educational and it gave me a better idea of what
university life could be like in the future.
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Student Spotlight

ADU Open Day

Our students also attended the Open Day at Abu Dhabi University, gaining valuable insight into
campus life, academic programs, and future opportunities.

Zayed Hamdan Al Mansouri 12 B1

My visit to the Open Day at Abu Dhabi University was inspiring and helpful. | learned more about
the majors and campus life, and it made me feel more confident and excited about my future at
university. Speaking with the faculty and current students gave me a realistic picture of what to
expect, and | left the campus with a clearer sense of direction for the path | want to pursue.

Saif Sulaiman Al Nuaimi 12 B2

My visit to Abu Dhabi University Open Day was a very helpful experience. It gave me a clearer
understanding of the programs, campus life, and future opportunities. The staff and students
were welcoming and answered my questions clearly, which helped me feel more confident about
my academic choices.

Exploring the campus allowed me to imagine myself studying there, and | was impressed by the
modern facilities and positive learning environment. Overall, the visit motivated me to think
seriously about my future and make informed decisions about my education.
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AP Students’ Experiences

Aysha Sulaiman Al Kaabi 12G1

AP Biology was a real journey. For the most part, | actually had fun with the class, even though it
was definitely a challenge. One of the coolest parts was seeing how different ideas are
connected, so once | understood one concept, it actually helped me make sense of the next one. |
still hit a wall and suffered through one or two units where things just weren't clicking, and those
parts were a struggle. Even though the course was consistently tough and kept me on my toes, it
felt good to finally see how all the different systems actually work together.

Al Yazia Mohammed Al Mheiri 12G 1

Taking AP Calculus required a lot of practice and discipline for me, and I'm not going to lie and say
it was easy, because it really wasn't. Everything is connected from the first unit to the last, so if
you don't understand something in the beginning, it will come back later in a harder way. You have
to combine so many skills into one problem, and at first it feels like your brain just can’t handle it.
It will humble you, especially when you can't use a calculator and you have to go back and relearn
the basics just to solve complex problems with the new concepts. But once you start noticing the
patterns and actually understanding what you're doing, something clicks. A teacher once told me,
“It's not about me teaching, it's about you practicing,” and that stayed with me. That's honestly
the key to acing any AP exam, practice, practice, and more practice. And if you put in the work, |
promise you'll see the results.

Alia Abdulla Amer Al Eissaee 12G 1

As a current student taking AP Calculus, | promise it's not as scary as it sounds. When you truly
understand the concepts, everything starts to feel much easier. The biggest challenge for me
wasn't the new topics, but it was remembering and connecting all the previous math skills.
Practice is key. The more problems you solve, the more confident you become. Once things click,
calculus actually feels like the easiest and most logical type of math.
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Student Leadership Committee — Interviews

Our Student Leadership Committee Members demonstrated professionalism and confidence during
their recent interview cycle. Through this experience, students developed:

® Communication skills
® Leadership awareness
o Goal-setting strategies

® Reflection on their academic and career pathways

Leadership experiences play a key role in strengthening university applications and developing
essential 21st-century skills.

Welcoming Our New Members

We are proud to recognize both our current Student Leadership Committee members and the
newly selected students who successfully passed the recent interview process. Their commitment,
confidence, and leadership potential reflect the strong student voice within our school community.

3.A Existing Student Leadership Members 3.B Newly Selected Members — Term 2

Alaa Omar Alrifai — Grade 9
Omar Mohamed Daoud — Grade 9

® Rawan Mubarak Nasser Mubarak Alameri —
Grade 12

® Rouda Mubarak Saeed Balgatri Alkhyeli — Grade
"

Mohammed Alhassani — Grade 10
Hamad Faisal Al Ali — Grade 11
Abdulaziz Al Khouri — Grade 11
Zayed Hamdan Al Shamisi — Grade 12

® Salem Mohammed Al Qerain Ali Alameri — Grade
10

® Fatima Saif Muhsen Mesarri Alhameli — Grade 12
® Aysha Sulaiman Ali Al Kaabi — Grade 12

Mouza Alalawi — Grade 8

Aisha Humaid Alshamsi — Grade 10
® Sara Saeed Mohamed Jamous — Grade 12

® Raisah Rashed Khalaf Obaid AlDhaheri — Grade
12

Wadima Nayel — Grade 11

Khatra AlSaedi — Grade 11

Maitha Ali Al Nuaimi — Grade 11

Meera Mohammed Al Neyadi — Grade 11
Sherina Saif Al Hameli — Grade 10

Al Anoud Saif Al Hameli — Grade 9

® Yousif Maan Attar — Grade 1

We congratulate our new members and commend our existing leaders for continuing to model
responsibility, initiative, and positive impact within the school. We look forward to seeing this strong
leadership team collaborate on meaningful initiatives throughout the term.
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Middle School Career Session

This term, we launched an engaging Career Awareness Session for Middle School students. The
session focused on:

Understanding personal interests and strengths
Introduction to career clusters
The importance of academic planning from an early stage

Linking school subjects to future professions

°

°

°

°

‘ Career guidance begins early, and we are excited to see our younger students start thinking
about their future pathways.

Career Vision Corner

UAE Vision 2071 & The Future of Learning

The UAE's long-term development plan, UAE Centennial 2071, emphasizes:

4 N\ e N\
National Focus For our students, this means:

® A knowledge-based economy @ Strong focus on STEM and future

. . technologies
® Innovation and advanced sciences 9

e Global competitiveness @ Emphasis on research, innovation, and
leadership
® Entrepreneurship and sustainability
@ Careers aligned with sustainability and

advanced industries

Aligned with the National Vision

Our Career Guidance Program aligns with the UAE's national vision by preparing students not just
for university admission but for meaningful contributions to society.
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Spotlight on Innovation

Advanced Technology Research Council (ATRC)

The Advanced Technology Research Council (ATRC) plays a major role in shaping the UAE's
innovation ecosystem, driving the nation’s ambition to become a global leader in advanced
technology, scientific discovery, and research-driven industries. Through strategic partnerships with
universities, government entities, and private research institutions, ATRC creates pathways for
students who want to contribute to the country’s long-term innovation agenda.

ATRC oversees leading research ATRC focuses on:
entities such as:

® Advanced technology

® Technology development centers o
@ Scientific research

© Advanced scientific research initiatives o .
® Space, health, digital transformation, and

@ National innovation programs sustainability
® Specialist laboratories in Al, robotics, and e Artificial intelligence and data science
biotech

® Cybersecurity and quantum technologies
® Partnerships with top UAE universities

For students interested in research-based careers, engineering, cybersecurity,
biotechnology, or advanced sciences, ATRC represents the type of national ecosystem
supporting future opportunities in the UAE. Exploring the work of ATRC and its
affiliated centers is a meaningful first step for any student considering how their
academic strengths can translate into a career that shapes the UAE's innovation future
— and we encourage students to follow their announcements, internships, and student

programs as they plan the next stage of their academic journey.
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Career Exploration Corner

Career in Demand: Cybersecurity Specialist

With increasing digital transformation globally and in the UAE, Cybersecurity has become one of
the most in-demand careers today.

Why Cybersecurity? Skills Required:

® Growing global need to protect digital

Analytical thinking

systems ® Problem-solving

® High demand in government, healthcare, Attention to detail

finance, and education

Programming knowledge
® Strong salary potential

Ethical responsibility
® Opportunities locally and internationally

Recommended Pathways

Students interested in this field should consider:

Computer Science
Information Technology
Engineering

Specialized cybersecurity programs

™
°
°
™
{ Future Outlook in the UAE

The UAE's digital transformation strategy makes cybersecurity one of the strongest future career
pathways.
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Career Tips & Resources

Topic: Building a Strong Academic Profile (Beyond Grades)

Universities today look at more than just academic scores. Students should focus on:

Consistency in academic performance
Meaningful extracurricular involvement
Leadership experiences

Community service engagement

Participation in competitions, internships, or research

°
°
°
°
°
Tip for Term 2: Start organizing your achievements and reflections in a digital portfolio. This will
‘ make university applications smoother and help you track your personal growth over time.

Upcoming Opportunities (Term 2)

University virtual sessions
Internship information webinars

Alumni Career Talk Series

Grade 11 & 12 Individual University Planning Meetings

Stay updated through school announcements and your school email.
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Parent Corner

From Exploration to Preparation

In Term 1, we encouraged conversations and self-discovery. In Term 2, the focus shifts to
planning and university readiness.

Here's how you can support your child:

Align Subjects with Goals

Discuss how current subjects connect to future majors and careers. Encourage consistent effort and
academic improvement.

Promote Independence

Guide your child in managing deadlines, attending university sessions, and taking responsibility for their
planning process.

Encourage Skill Development

Support involvement in leadership, volunteering, internships, and extracurricular activities. Universities
value skills such as communication, critical thinking, and responsibility.

Provide Emotional Support

Remind your child that career decisions take time. Confidence grows when parents show trust,
encouragement, and belief in their potential.

Strong futures are built when guidance and independence grow together.

Final Message

Career guidance is not about choosing a job; it is about discovering your strengths, exploring
possibilities, and preparing for a meaningful future.

We look forward to supporting every student on their journey.

Career Guidance Department

Liwa International School — Falaj Hazza
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